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Key Tests

Test on the market* Application Business Area

Oncology

HE4 immunoassay Ovarian cancer: aid in detection RPD

CA125, CEA immunoassays Various cancer types: support diagnosis  RPD

cobas 4800 BRAF Mutation Test Melanoma: identification of patients carrying the V600E mutation in the BRAF gene  
companion diagnostic for Zelboraf

RMD

cobas 4800 KRAS Mutation Test Colorectal cancer: identification of patients carrying a mutation in the KRAS gene  
companion diagnostic for EGFR-targeted therapies

RMD

ER/PR antibody for IHC testing Breast cancer: support diagnosis; companion diagnostic for hormonal therapies RTD

INFORM HER2 Dual ISH Probe,  
SISH HER2 Probe, DDISH HER2 Probe

Breast/stomach cancer: support diagnosis  
companion diagnostic for Herceptin

RTD

IGF-1R Probe Various cancer types: support diagnosis  RTD

5pERG Probe/3pERG Probe Prostate cancer: support diagnosis RTD

Virology/Infectiology

HIV combi 27 min immunoassay HIV: improved combined testing of HIV1 and HIV2 RPD

HBsAg Quant Test Hepatitis B: detection of HBV infection and HBsAg mutants  
companion diagnostic for Pegasys

RPD

HSV-1 IgG and HSV-2 IgG Herpes simplex virus: quantitative detection of IgG antibodies to HSV RPD

Anti-HCV immunoassay Hepatitis C: early detection of HCV infection RPD

HAV immunoassay Hepatitis A: diagnosis RPD

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas TaqMan Dual 
Target HIV-1 Test

HIV: simultaneous detection of two target regions of the HIV genome 
companion diagnostic for antiviral therapies

RMD

LightCycler MRSA Advanced Test Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus: diagnosis RMD

Cobas TaqScreen DPX Test Parvovirus B19/Hepatitis A: simultaneous quantitative detection of parvovirus B19  
and a qualitative result for HAV

RMD

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas TaqMan HCV Test Hepatitis C: quantitative detection; companion diagnostic for Pegasys RMD

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas TaqMan HBV Test Hepatitis B: quantitative detection; companion diagnostic for Pegasys RMD

SeptiFast Test Sepsis: rapid identification of pathogens RMD

Helicobacter pylori antibody Helicobacter pylori: diagnosis RTD

Inflammation/Autoimmune diseases

Anti-CCP immunoassay Rheumatoid arthritis: support diagnosis; companion diagnostic for MabThera/Rituxan RPD

Anti-RF immunoassay Rheumatoid arthritis: support diagnosis; companion diagnostic for MabThera/Rituxan RPD

Women’s health

sFlt/PIGF immunoassay Pre-eclampsia: diagnosis RPD

cobas 4800 CT/NG Test C. trachomatis and N. gonorrhoeae infection: detection  RMD

cobas 4800 HPV Test Human papillomavirus: support diagnosis of cervical cancer RMD

Metabolism

NT-proBNP Test Heart failure: risk evaluation  RPD

Troponin T/Troponin I Test Acute coronary syndrome: diagnosis RPD

Blood glucose testing Diabetes: aid in maintaining the blood glucose levels in normal range RDC

Others

b-crosslaps, P1NP levels Osteoporosis: aid in assessing bone resorption 
companion diagnostic for Boniva/Bonviva

RPD

hGH Growth disorders: diagnosis of growth hormone secretion disorders RPD

MPA levels Transplantation: companion diagnostic for CellCept RPD

* Not available in all markets
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Facts and Figures

2010
Employees:	 26,200
Sales:	 10,415 million CHF
Growth:	 8% (local currency)

Position in IVD market

Sales by Business Area/Unit

Sales by region

Roche’s Diagnostics Division is the world’s leading supplier of  
in vitro diagnostics (IVDs). Performed in a laboratory or at the 
point-of-care on blood, tissue or other patient samples, IVDs are  
a critical source of objective information helping doctors detect 
and diagnose diseases, select appropriate treatments and monitor 
patient response to care. In addition, scientists use the Division’s 
research products to gain a better understanding of the causes of 
disease and to discover new treatments. Roche Diagnostics serves 
customers spanning the entire healthcare spectrum – from 

hospitals and commercial medical labs to physicians and patients 
with conditions requiring them to self-test. The Division offers  
a wide range of technologies allowing the detection and analysis 
of a multitude of sample types on a large base of instruments 
installed worldwide. Roche’s IVD test menu is one of the broadest 
in the industry and is being expanded continually, drawing on  
the latest scientific advances. In 2010 Roche held approximately 
20% of the global IVD market, which is valued at an estimated  
44 billion US dollars in annual sales.

Source: Industry analyst report, Roche analysis, company reports,  
excludes Life Sciences and Insulin Pumps

Main Diagnostics Sites 
 R&D/Manufacturing
 Regional hubs

  100–500 employees
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945,000,000  
Elecsys tests sold in 2010

15,000,000  
Accu-Chek Active meters sold worldwide

2,589,041 tests per day, 30 per second

90% satisfied customers

Total solution offering

Offering diagnostic tests along the entire healthcare chain

Strong commercial presence

Leader in Personalised Healthcare

Competitive Advantages

DNA/RNA-based Protein-based Cell-based

EMEA

APAC

Japan

LATAM

NAM

EMEA

APAC

Japan

LATAM

NAM

Inflammation/Autoimmune

Metabolic diseases

Virology/Microbiology
Cardiology

Oncology
Women’s health

Hematology

Breadth of technologies

Active in all diagnostic segments

Completeness of menu

Present in over 130 countries

�IT and workflow connectivity

Large installed base worldwide

Healthy Asymptomatic disease Symptomatic disease Chronic disease/Cured

Risk assessment
Predisposition for  
developing disease

Screening/Diagnosis
Early detection

Prognostic
Predict probable  
disease course

Prediction
Predict response to a drug
Personalised Healthcare

Monitoring
Monitor drug efficacy/ 
disease recurrence

Research lab
ER/ICU

Hospital/
Commercial lab

Physician’s office

Pathology lab Patient

With its leading Pharmaceuticals and 
Diagnostics businesses under one roof, no 
other company is better positioned to 
deliver Personalised Healthcare (PHC) than 
Roche. An unrestricted exchange of 

know-how and intellectual property, 
combined with the company’s breadth of 
diagnostic technologies, allows for fast 
assay development and technical validation. 
A robust research diagnostic is essential  

to identify patient subsets for clinical trials, 
and once the targeted medicine is in the 
marketplace, the approved IVD is used for 
treatment selection, response prediction 
and therapeutic monitoring.
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Business Strategy 

In vitro diagnostic (IVD) testing has long 
been a silent champion of healthcare, 
directing over 60% of clinical decision-
making, although it accounts for only 2% 
of global healthcare spending.

IVD < 2% total worldwide healthcare spending

Influences > 60% of critical decision-making

2020

Increasing testing efficiency

Improving medical value

Increase testing efficiency

With solutions for lab testing, information 
management, workflow integration  
and automation, we enable labs to better 
handle expanding testing and data 
volumes. We further drive lab efficiency  
by providing our lab customers with 
complete test menus.

Roche Diagnostics differentiates itself  
in the marketplace through innovation in 
testing efficiency and medical value.

Provide true medical value

Ever more of our efforts are concentrated 
on exploiting emerging scientific know
ledge and technological progress to 
increase the medical value of our offering. 
We prioritise those areas with the highest 
unmet medical need and devote substan-
tial resources to acquiring the necessary 
intellectual property to develop new tests, 
and then to demonstrate their clinical 
utility and health economic benefit.

With the advent of molecular diagnostics, 
totally new realms of (early) detection are 
emerging. Molecular analysis of human 
DNA can confirm the presence of disease 
genes, detect which altered genes and 

Revalue Diagnostics

proteins are disturbing normal cell 
function, and, with a genetic profile of the 
patient, also predict whether he or she 
should respond well to specific drug 
therapy regimens. These newest diagnostic 
methods are not only redefining IVD 
testing, but they are also essential in the 
development of targeted molecular drugs 
and the identification of diagnostic subsets 
of patients most likely to respond to a 
particular treatment. Diagnostics are 
integral to the new paradigm of Personal-
ised Healthcare and as the world market 
leader, Roche Diagnostics is leading the 
way forward.

– Focus on unmet needs
– Get access and create IP
– Deliver clinical evidence

– Provide lab solutions
– Offer complete menus
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Divisional Structure

Global Functions –  
operational excellence
To maximise efficiencies, a number of func-
tions have been centralised globally. The 
five global functions support the Business 
Areas and Regional Organisations to drive 
operational excellence within the division.

Global Operations
Global Quality and Regulatory
Global Platforms and Support
Global Business Development
Global Services and Sites

Regional Organisations –  
commercial excellence
The regional organisations are responsible 
for all aspects of sales and marketing 
within the region and in the affiliated 
countries, for implementation of global 
processes at the regional level and for the 
company management in line with local 
regulations and practice. 

Business Areas/Unit –  
innovation excellence

In vitro Diagnostics Life Science

Professional 
Diagnostics
Business Area

Molecular  
Diagnostics
Business Area

Tissue  
Diagnostics
Business Area

Diabetes Care

Business Unit

Applied Science

Business Area

Private labs 
Hospital labs 
Hospital point-of-care 
Physician’s office

Molecular labs 
Blood screening labs

Histopathology labs People with diabetes
Hospitals
Healthcare professionals
Diabetes nurse educators

Academia and Pharma 
Biotech research

– �Serum work area/ 
immunoassays and 
clinical chemistry

– �Point-of-care testing
– �Coagulation and  

specialty testing
– Workflow management

– �Virology
– �Blood screening
– �Genomics/oncology
– �Microbiology
– �Women’s health

– �Primary staining
– �Advanced staining
– �Workflow management
– �Digital pathology

– �Blood glucose monitoring
– �Insulin delivery
– �Information management 

systems

– �Nucleic acid DNA 
purification and 
gene expression

– �Genomics  
(sequencing/microarrays)

– �Cell analysis
– �Custom biotech

Business Areas
Diagnostics Regions

Global Functions

Business Unit

The Diagnostics Division is managed via  
a matrix organisation of Business Areas/
Unit, Regions and Global Functions.

EMEA & LATAM (Europe, Middle East, Africa, Latin America)

North America
Asia-Pacific
Japan

Business Areas/Unit are set up according 
to the fields of activities of our customers 
and are responsible for research and 
development, product portfolio manage-

ment, global strategic direction and 
marketing, along with business develop-
ment in their area of expertise. 
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Roche Professional Diagnostics 

2010
Employees:	 2,300
Sales:	� 4,858 million CHF  

(47% of divisional sales)

Growth:	 11% (local currency)

Market share 

Professional diagnostics market

Sites 
Rotkreuz, Switzerland: Headquarters, Marketing, Medical Affairs, Business 
Development
Mannheim and Penzberg, Germany, and Indianapolis, IN, USA: R&D, Production, 
Quality, Clinical Trials, Regulatory Affairs

Disease areas 
Wide variety of indication fields, including oncology, virology, cardiovascular, 
inflammatory and infectious diseases

Customers
Hospital and commercial labs
Lab networks
Hospital point-of-care (including emergency rooms, intensive care units, patients 
bedsides), physician’s offices, pharmacies, homes

Best-sellers 2010 
Immunoassays	 1,957 million CHF (+17%)
Clinical chemistry	 1,475 million CHF (+5%)
Coagulation monitoring	 330 million CHF (+19%)

Key product launches 2011 
Elecsys Vitamin D total assay	 detection of vitamin D deficiency
Elecsys HE4 immunoassay	 aid in detecting ovarian cancer
cobas c 702 module	� clinical chemistry module (part of cobas 8000 

modular analyzer series) for high-volume labs
cobas b 123 POC system	� multi-parameter blood gas analyzer for use  

at the point-of-care and in laboratories

Roche Professional Diagnostics (RPD) is 
the largest Business Area. It is a leading 
supplier of solutions, instrument systems, 
tests, software and services that help 
laboratories deliver reliable results more 
efficiently and cost-effectively. It is also 
strengthening its position as a leader in  
the growing market for point-of-care 
testing products to support clinical 
decision-making close to the patient, in 
doctors’ offices, emergency rooms and 
other primary and specialty care settings. 

Furthermore, RPD develops laboratory 
information, workflow and data manage-
ment solutions as well as connectivity 
components to maximise laboratory 
efficiency. 

In 2010 Roche had a 15% share of a 
growing global market worth 30 billion  
US dollars.

Business Areas / Unit

Roche 15.9%

Abbott 11.6%

Beckman Coulter 10.1%

J&J OCD 5.9%

Alere 4.8%

bioMérieux 4.1%

Siemens15.5%

others 32.1%

RPD portfolio

>100 immunoassays
>100 clinical chemistry tests
30 instruments with >40 modular 
combinations

Source: Industry analyst report, 
Roche analysis, company reports
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Segments and products

Serum work area: immunoassays and clinical chemistry
Solutions include immunology and clinical chemistry systems and assays for 
use by commercial labs, hospital core labs, medical centres and laboratory  
networks. With a broad portfolio of modular instruments, software and assays, 
SWA offers platforms that allow laboratories to provide physicians with the right 
IVD information at the right time, the right place, and in the right format. 
Moreover, the platforms can be combined in a flexible manner to fit the size  
of the lab and its required throughput.
Platforms: cobas 4000 analyzer series (for low-volume labs),  
cobas 6000 analyzer series (for mid-volume labs),  
cobas 8000 modular analyzer series (for large-volume labs)

Point-of-care testing
Point-of-care (POC) testing meets clinical and laboratory requirements for short 
turnaround times in critical care situations. Rapid determination of time-critical 
parameters (e.g. blood glucose, cardiac markers and blood gases) can acceler-
ate decision-making in the emergency room or intensive care units.
Platforms: Accu-Chek Inform II (blood glucose), CoaguChek (coagulation 
monitoring), cobas h 232 (cardiac markers), cobas b 123 POC system (blood 
gas analysis)

Coagulation and specialty testing
Roche provides different solutions for coagulation analysis in commercial labs, 
hospital labs and hospital networks. For the testing discipline Urinalysis, RPD 
offers analyzers and test strips which enable testing urine samples reliably and 
efficiently.
Platforms: Coasys Plus C analyzer, Urisys analyzers, cobas u 411 analyzer

Workflow management
Optimisation of workflow processes in diagnostic laboratories is recognised as 
a major contributor to further improvement of a lab’s cost and quality position 
on the market. RPD provides innovative pre- and post-analytical systems to 
support workflow optimisation, which results in a beneficial improvement of 
testing efficiency, service to clinicians and provided ultimately patient care.
Platforms: MODULAR PRE-ANALYTICS, RSD Pro, RSA Pro, cobas p 501/701 
post-analytical units 

Business Areas / Unit

cobas 6000 analyzer series

cobas 8000 modular analyzer series

CoaguChek XS

cobas u 411 analyzer

cobas p 501 post-analytical units

cobas b 123 POC system

Test on the market* Application

HE4 immunoassay Ovarian cancer

CA125, CEA immunoassays Various cancer types 

HIV combi 27 min immunoassay HIV

HBsAg Quant Test Hepatitis B

HSV-1 IgG and HSV-2 IgG Herpes simplex virus

Anti-HCV immunoassay Hepatitis C

HAV immunoassay Hepatitis A 

Anti-CCP immunoassay Rheumatoid arthritis

Test on the market* Application

Anti-RF immunoassay Rheumatoid arthritis

sFlt/PIGF immunoassay Pre-eclampsia 

NT-proBNP Test Heart failure

Troponin T/Troponin I Test Acute coronary syndrome

b-crosslaps, P1NP levels Osteoporosis

hGH Growth disorders

MPA levels Transplantation

Key tests

* Not available in all markets
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Roche Diabetes Care 

2010
Employees:	 5,500
Sales:	� 2,959 million CHF  

(28% of divisional sales)

Growth:	 4% (local currency)

Sites 
Mannheim, Germany: Headquarters, R&D, Production, Marketing
Indianapolis, IN, USA; Burgdorf, Switzerland;  
Yoqneam Illit, Israel: R&D, Production
Ponce, Puerto Rico: Production

Disease areas 
Metabolic diseases/Diabetes

Customers
People with diabetes
Hospitals
Healthcare professionals
Diabetes nurse educators

Best-sellers 2010 
Blood glucose monitoring	 2,718 million CHF (+4%)
Insulin delivery systems	 241 million CHF (+11%)

Key product launches 2011 
Accu-Chek Mobile (LCM)	� next-generation strip-free bG monitoring system
Accu-Chek Nano in US	 sleek bG monitoring device
Accu-Chek Combo in US	� interactive insulin delivery system combining  

bG monitoring and an insulin pump

Roche Diabetes Care (RDC) develops and 
commercialises blood glucose (bG) 
monitoring and insulin delivery systems 
that enable people with diabetes to manage 
their condition more effectively. The goal of 
diabetes therapy is to maintain the bG 
levels in a (near-)normal range and thus 
avoid diabetes-related complications. 

RDC not only offers individual product 
innovations but integrated diabetes 
management solutions meeting the 
everyday needs of our customers for an 
optimised therapy management. 

Roche is the industry leader with a 31.4% 
market share of a global bG monitoring 
market worth over 8 billion US dollars. 

Roche 31.4%

Roche 14.1%

Abbott 14.6% Animas 11.5%

Smith 0.9%

Insulet 5.9%

Medtronic 67.6%

Blood glucose monitoring market Insulin delivery systems market

Lifescan 26.3%
Bayer 14.3%

others 13.4%

Market position 

Blood glucose monitoring market	 Insulin delivery systems market

RDC portfolio

10 bG monitoring systems
6 lancing devices
3 insulin pump systems
4 infusion sets for insulin pumps
4 information management systems

Source: Industry analyst report, Roche analysis, company reports
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Segments and products

Blood glucose monitoring
BG meters are designed for self-monitoring of blood glucose, helping people 
with diabetes keep the blood glucose levels in a near-normal range by  
adjusting their medication – especially their insulin doses – according to their 
individual needs.
Platforms: Meters: Accu-Chek Aviva, Accu-Chek Aviva Nano,  
Accu-Chek Aviva Expert, Accu-Chek Performa, Accu-Chek Performa Nano, 
Accu-Chek Active, Accu-Chek Compact Plus, Accu-Chek Mobile
Lancing systems: Accu-Chek Softclix, Accu-Chek Multiclix, Accu-Chek Fastclix

Insulin delivery
Connected to the body via an infusion set, insulin pumps deliver the exact 
amount of insulin required to cover a body’s physiological needs 24 hours a day. 
This offers enhanced flexibility and safety to people with diabetes. The newest 
portfolio additions combine the insulin pump with bG testing, a pump remote 
control and extensive data management features.
Platforms: Insulin pump systems: Accu-Chek Combo, Accu-Chek Spirit 
Infusion sets: Accu-Chek FlexLink, Accu-Chek TenderLink,  
Accu-Chek Rapid-D Link 

Information management systems
The Accu-Chek information management systems not only facilitate the  
visualisation and assessment of individual blood glucose patterns, they also 
support the user’s decision-making. The built-in bolus advisor of the Accu-Chek 
Combo insulin pump system enables quick and easy determination of the right 
amount of insulin (bolus), which the pump subsequently and discretely delivers 
into the body at the push of a button.
Platforms: Accu-Chek 360° software, Accu-Chek Smart Pix 

Business Areas / Unit

Accu-Chek Aviva Nano

Accu-Chek Combo

Accu-Chek Mobile

Accu-Chek Active

Accu-Chek FlexLink

Accu-Chek Smart PixAccu-Chek 360° software
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Roche Molecular Diagnostics 

2010
Employees:	 1,200
Sales:	� 1,189 million CHF  

(12% of divisional sales)

Growth:	 4% (local currency)

Market position 

Molecular diagnostics market

Sites 
Pleasanton, CA, USA: Headquarters, Marketing, R&D
Rotkreuz, Switzerland: Development, Production
Branchburg, NJ, USA: Production

Disease areas 
Virology, Oncology, Blood screening, Women’s health, Microbiology

Customers
Hospital and commercial labs
Blood banks

Technologies
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)

Best-sellers 2010 
Virology (HBV, HCV, HIV)	 561 million CHF (+2%)
Blood screening    	 305 million CHF (0%)

Key product launches 2011 
cobas 4800 HPV Test	� screening for cervical cancer
cobas 4800 KRAS Mutation Test 	 aid for treatment decision in colorectal cancer
cobas 4800 BRAF Mutation Test 	� aid for treatment decision in melanoma, 

companion diagnostic for Zelboraf
cobas 4800 EGFR Mutation Test 	� aid for treatment decision in lung cancer, 

companion diagnostic for Tarceva

Roche Molecular Diagnostics (RMD)
develops and commercialises advanced 
diagnostics and blood screening platforms 
and tests based on Roche’s proprietary 
real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 
technology. PCR’s unique ability to 
exponentially amplify small amounts of 
target DNA has resulted in numerous 
diagnostic techniques which would 
otherwise be too time-consuming or 
impossible to perform. 

Roche is a leader in highly competitive 
molecular diagnostics market, valued at  
4 billion US dollars and growing 7% 
annually.

Molecular Diagnostics market

Roche 31%

Abbott 10%

Qiagen 10%

Gen-Probe 8%BD 7%

Novartis 12%

bioMérieux 3%

Siemens 5%
Cepheid 4%

others 9%

RMD portfolio

11 instruments
25 reagents (tests)

Source: Industry analyst report, Roche analysis, company reports
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Segments and products

Virology
Viral infections rank among the biggest causes of death worldwide. Early  
detection and viral load identification (the quantity of virus in the blood) are 
crucial for the right treatment decision regarding the drug, the therapy dose 
and the treatment duration. Moreover, monitoring of viral load during treatment 
is essential to observe treatment efficacy.
Tests: HIV, HCV, HBV, HAV, CMV
Platforms: Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas TaqMan, cobas p630

Blood screening
Each year, more than 80 million units of donated blood are stored and distributed 
worldwide. RMD provides blood banks with highly sensitive and automated  
real-time PCR tests to detect HIV, hepatitis, parvovirus and West Nile Virus, 
helping to ensure the highest safety for blood supplies. 
Tests: Multiplex HIV/HCV/HBV, Duplex B19V/HAV, West Nile Virus 
Platforms: cobas s 201 system, cobas s 401 system

Genomics and oncology
Cancer is an extremely complex disease, with many subtypes and variations that 
can influence disease progression and response to therapy. RMD’s gene-based 
tests help doctors better understand specific biologic factors to select the right 
therapy, thus enabling personalised healthcare.
Tests: BRAF, KRAS mutation tests
Platforms: cobas 4800, AmpliChip

Microbiology 
Time is critical in the detection and identification of bloodstream infections  
typically caused by bacteria and fungi. Effective treatment depends on finding 
the source of infection and making appropriate decisions about antibiotics  
or antifungals quickly and efficiently.
Tests: MRSA, Tuberculosis, Sepsis, Herpes
Platforms: LightCycler/Cobas TaqMan

Women’s health
The Human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most prevalent cause of cervical  
cancer, the most common cancer in women worldwide with more than 25,000 
dying each year. Demand for screening tests for both, HPV as well as 
C. trachomatis/N. gonorrhoeae (CT/NG), which may cause pelvic inflammatory 
disease, is growing rapidly.  
Tests: HPV, CT/NG
Platforms: cobas 4800

Business Areas / Unit

Cobas TaqMan 96

cobas s 201 system

cobas 4800 systemAmpliChip

cobas 4800 system

LightCycler/Cobas TaqMan

Test on the market* Application

cobas 4800 BRAF Mutation Test Melanoma

cobas 4800 KRAS Mutation Test Colorectal cancer 

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas TaqMan 
Dual Target HIV-1 Test

HIV

LightCycler MRSA Advanced Test Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus

Cobas TaqScreen DPX Test Parvovirus B19/Hepatitis A

Test on the market* Application

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas 
TaqMan HCV Test

Hepatitis C

Cobas AmpliPrep/Cobas 
TaqMan HBV Test

Hepatitis B

SeptiFast Test Sepsis

cobas 4800 CT/NG Test C. trachomatis and N. gonorrhoeae infection 

cobas 4800 HPV Test Human papillomavirus

Key tests

* Not available in all markets
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Roche Applied Science 

2010
Employees:	 1,800
Sales:	� 868 million CHF  

(8% of divisional sales)

Growth:	 4% (local currency)

Market position

Life science market

Sites 
Penzberg, Germany: Headquarters, R&D, Production, Marketing
Branford, Connecticut, USA: 454 Life Sciences
Madison, Wisconsin, USA, and Reykjavik, Iceland: Roche NimbleGen
Rotkreuz, Switzerland: Instrument development and production

Customers
Life Science research in academia,  
biotech and pharma

Technologies
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)
DNA sequencing
Microarrays
Cell analysis
Nucleic acid purification

Best-sellers 2010 
Nucleic acid DNA purification and  
gene expression	 236 million CHF (–12%)
Genomics	 206 million CHF (+17%)
Custom Biotech	 201 million CHF (+13%)

Key product launches 2011 
GS G Type HLA Primer Sets	� for HLA genotyping with GS Junior and 

GS FLX systems
GS FLX Titanum-XL	 new sequencing chemistry system for  
	 extra-long read lengths
LightCycler Nano Instrument	� for real-time PCR
CGH/SNP ultra-high resolution arrays	� for discovery of variations in gene copy 

numbers and single nucleotides

Roche Applied Science (RAS) is a world-
class supplier of speciality biochemicals 
and producer of research reagents and 
systems for Life Science research. RAS is  
an established partner for research 
institutions, universities and pharmaceuti-
cal industry worldwide. Its products 
facilitate medical research in today’s most 
important avenues of exploration and 
provide tools for researching the cause of 
and predisposition for a disease. RAS 
products often represent the first entry into 
innovative bioanalytical tools and methods 
and have potential to one day be de
veloped for use as an IVD. 

The global Life Science research market, 
valued at 8 billion US dollars, grew 
approximately 8% in 2010. Roche has 
roughly a 10% share of this market.

Business Areas / Unit

RAS portfolio

> 2,000 test kits and reagents
20 instruments

Qiagen 7%

MDS 1%
Thermo Fisher 3%

Illumina 8%

BioRad 2%
Roche 10% Life Technologies 16%

Agilent 3%

Affymetrix 4%

others 46%Source: Industry analyst report, 
Roche analysis, company reports


